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Front cover: Pzkwlllausf N ofStab, I Abteilung/Panzer Regiment 8,15.Panzer-Division. Tunisia, 1943. 



Top, left: A Ponzerbefehlswogen III ausfH of Stab, II Abteilung/Panzer Regiment 5, 21.Panzer-Division photographed in Libya, in late 1941. In the original 
print the numbers II01 are visible on the turret and the unit insignia has been roughly marked on the driver's side fender in what appears to be chalk. The 
very patchy camouflage was common at this time and may be due to a shortage of the required shade, RAL 8000. Top, right: A Pzkw III ausfJ of 5 Kompanie, 
Panzer Regiment 8 of 15.Panzer-Division seen here in the summer of 1942. Bottom, left: A Pzkw III ausfJ of 3 Kompanie, Panzer Regiment 5, 21.Panzer- 
Division. The large black and white turretnumbers - obvously applied without the use of a stencil - are unusual for this division. Note how in many places, the 
desert camouflage has been worn to the original RAL 7021 Schwarzgrau, commonly referred to as Panzer Grey, and that sand and dust is caked in most 
recesses. Bottom, right: A Pzkw III ausfJ of Stab, II Abteilung/Panzer Regiment 5, 21.Panzer-Division photographed around the time of the El Alamein 
battles. The stowage rack on the rear hull was a common, almost identifying, featureofthisdivision'stanks in North Africa. (J. Howard Parker) 








If there is any battlefield of the Second World War where the 
Panzerkampfwagen III can be truly referred to as the workhorse of the 
German Army, it is without doubt North Africa - especially during the period 
from February 1941 to May 1943. Here it was mainly utilised by the units of 
the legendary Deutsches Afrikakorps, a powerful mobile formation built 
around two balanced armoured units - 5.leichte Division (or light division, 
later renamed 21.Panzer-Division) and 15.Panzer-Division. Both divisions 
fought throughout the whole campaign with a preponderance of Panzer III 
tanks of various models. This was still true for 10.Panzer-Division, units of 
which arrived in Tunisia in late November and early December 1942. 

The importance of the Panzer III as the main battle tank of the Afrikakorps 
was only diminished by the arrival, from May 1942, of small numbers of the 
Panzer IV ausf G, armed with the long 7.5cm gun. The Panzer III, with its 
smaller turret ring, was incapable of housing any weapon larger than the 
5cm L/60 gun or the short 7.5cm L/24, the latter equipping the early Panzer 
IV tanks. Indeed, the inability to install larger and more potent guns caused 
the demise of the Panzer III, although it was far more reliable mechanically 
than many later types. It would nevertheless remain the most numerous 
tank serving in North Africa until the end of the campaign. 

The first units of 5.leichte Division (Motorisiert) crossed from Italy to North 
Africa from 8 to 10 March 1941 and the first tank battle occurred on 2 April 
when five A13 tanks of the British 5th Royal Tank Regiment were destroyed 
for the loss of one Panzer IV and two Panzer III tanks. Ironically, the first 
Panzer III lost in North Africa had been disabled by an Italian laid mine on 24 
March. 

Between 24 April and 6 May 1941, the other major armoured unit of the 
Deutsches Afrikakorps, 15.Panzer-Division, arrived in North Africa. 

The Panzer III tanks sent to North Africa represented all the important 
variants from the ausf F to the ausf N. The first arrivals with 5.leichte Division 
were predominantly the ausf G with a few ausf F models. Some of these 
tanks featured additional armour plates of 30mm thickness. The majority of 
thetanks with 15.Panzer-Division were of the ausf H version and many more 
vehicles of this type were received as replacements during 1941. All 
however had been rearmed with the 5cm L/42 gun before being shipped to 
North Africa, if indeed they had not already been so armed. What appear in 
photographs to be 3.7cm guns were in fact dummy guns fitted to command 
tanks orBefehlspanzer. 

In addition all the Panzer III tanks that served in North Africa were Tropen 
versions-which istosay, equippedforthetropics-with internal adaptations 


to the engine area, such as increased speed for the cooling fans, and above 
all additional ventilation hatches on the engine deck. 

So successful were these modifications that they were adopted as standard 
on later variants of the Panzer III and the Sturmgeschutz, its assault gun 
version. There is some evidence to suggest that these Tropen modifications 
had been in the pipeline as early as October 1940 when Panzer Regiment 5 
was alerted that deployment to North Africa was a possibility. 

The two Panzer divisions fought for the greater part of the campaign with a 
similar organization, although their beginnings were quite different. Both 
deployed their tanks in one Panzer regiment of two battalions, or 
Abteilungen - Panzer Regiment 5 for 5.leichte Division and Panzer Regiment 
8 for 15.Panzer-Division. The 5.leichte Division was created from units of 
3.Panzer-Division - padded out with some Army level troops 
(Heerestruppen) - and was renamed 21.Panzer-Division in August 1941. 
Similarly, 15.Panzer-Division was built around parts of the veteran 
33.lnfantrie-Division and Panzer Regiment 8, the former armoured 
regiment of 10.Panzer-Division. Although numerically superior to its stable 
mate, 5.leichte Division was forced to deploy tanks which were lighter and 
less powerful - hence the name - than 15.Panzer-Division. For example, 
Panzer I ausf A tanks were used as late as October 1941 and although the 
division was able to field more anti-tank guns - many of them self-propelled - 
as a fighting unit, it was regarded as essentially a defensive asset. This state 
of affairs was however limited to the early days of the campaign and as the 
fighting dragged on, both divisions were gradually brought to the same 
strength and organization. 

The battles of 18 November to 5 December 1941, referred to by the British 
as Operation Crusader, were the first major clashes where the Deutsches 
Afrikakorps operated as a unified formation. Fighting with their customary 
skill and forcefulness the German's pressed home their armoured attacks. 
Their light tanks were however, no match for the British anti-tank guns and 
artillery and suffered accordingly. 

The heavy losses of the Crusader battles were more or less made good with 
the arrival of long awaited replacements and new units, including light 
companies - numbered 3 and 7 -for each of the Panzer regiments. These had 
in fact been raised in August 1941 in Germany but only shipped to North 
Africa in December as the Wehrmacht's requirements for Operation 
Barbarossa, the invasion of the USSR, took priority over all other theatres. 

continued on page 4 




A Pzkw III ausfH - judging by the running gear - loaded with typical desert stowage. The well known Deutsches Afrikakorps palm tree symbol can be seen on 
the rear of the turret storage bin, or Rommelkiste, next to a large letter R, which is clearly visible in another shot of this vehicle. Although these markings 
would suggest that this is a command tank, it is clearly not one of the purpose built Befehlspanzer, easily identified by their distinctive antennae. Of note is 
the mount for an anti-aircraft machine gun on the commander's cupola. Unfortunately, as is often the case with captured German photographs, there is no 
caption or record to indicate the date and location. Readers should note that the German term Rommelkiste has no connection to the Afrikakorp's famous 
commander. (NARA) _ 
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Top: A Pzkw III of5.leichte Division - probably an ausfG model - photographed on 12 March 1941, awaitingJthmstdrt d 
the parade through Tripoli that would initiate the legend of the Deutsches Afrikakorps. The insignia of 3. Panzer-Division 
is clearly visible here and would rerpaifHip use by panzer Regiment 5 until as late as October 1941. The distinctive, Itwge 
turret numbers were common throughout thegegiment and were in us?Jor most of th% campaign. The TropenSpr 


turret numbers were common throughout the fegimej 
tropical modifications, are readily apparent on fhe^ngir 
hatches^Jhjs vehicle iMalso shown ahd£kcussedfin the 
photographs, this Panzerbefehlswagen III ausf E is ic 
regiment's second Abteilung by the number 1101. Note th 
attached to the radio aerial's protective trough, the lath 
vehicle is also shown and discussed in the illustration sect 


namin use by Panzer Regiment 5 until as late as October 1941. The distinctive, large 
oughout thejfegiment and were in us?Jor most of campaign. The TropenSpr 
ipparent on mp.enaine deck of tap k number 501frncluding the additional ventilation 
I a^ ^l$& :usse df n 1 tiHmistration section. Below: Taken from the same sequence of 
pag/7 III autf Ljaidertified as a command tank from the headquarters of the 
■ number 1101. Note that\he tactical number is repeated on the small metal rhomboid 
ctive trough, the latter another identifying feature dpthese purpose built tanks. This 
in the illustration section.(NARA) l 
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A Panzerbefehlswagen III ausf H command tank photographedprobably, during Operation Battleaxe. In the 
original print of this image, a dark:, splinter-type pattern of disruptive camouflage can be seen on the shield of 
the 8.8cm Flak 18. Although it is not possible to determine colour with any certainty from black and white 
photographs; official orders at this time stipulated the use of RAL 7008 Khakigrau as a disruptive over a base 
coat of RAL 8000 Grunbraun - although the contrast evident here seems rather high for those two shades. Note that 
the Kubelwagen still has the narrow tyres intended for use in Europe, the so-called balloon tyres, designed for 
traversing soft, sandy terrain, did not appear until much later. (NARA) 


cr — ^ 


A Pzkw III ausfH - judging by the signal hatch located to the left of the turret roof- doing what a tank does 
best - attacking the unprotected enemy rear area. Spare lengths of track are attached to the turret sides, 
kept in place with special brackets. What is probably a letter R can be see underneath the tracks. Of note 
are the additional armour plates, bolted to the glacis and hull front. These plates were adopted in an effort 
to give the earlier Pzkw III models the same degree of armour protection as the ausf J with its 50mm 
armour on the front and rear. Even on later models however, the sides remained at 30mm thicknesss. 
(NARA) 
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Nevertheless the new equipment and supplies enabled Rommel in late 
January 1942 to undertake a localised offensive which succeeded in 
defeating the over-extended Commonwealth forces. 

The long period of quiet that preceded the Gazala Battles - which were 
fought during May and June 1942 and ended with the fall of Tobruk - saw a 
large increase in the number of Panzer III tanks being sent to North Africa. 
This was in large part due to the experience of the Crusader battles of late 
1941 where lighter armoured vehicles had proved to have limited 
survivability on the North African battlefield. The number of Panzer III tanks 
within each division rose from 71 to 135 by replacingthe Panzer II lighttanks 
of the leichte Zug from April 1942, with the new arrivals. Additionally, 
among the new tanks were an increasing number of vehicles armed with the 


long barrelled, 5cm gun - the Pzkw III ausf Lversion. These were more than a 
match for any British tank they were likely to face and dangerous even to the 
latest American built mediums - the Grant and Sherman. The shortage of 
Panzer IV tanks - even the short 7.5cm armed variants - remained a serious 
problem which could not be addressed and there were only eleven per 
company instead of the authorised fourteen. 

After the Gazala battles, theoretical allocations were in any case irrelevant 
and tables of organisation a thing of the past as ad hoc battle groups - or 
Kampfgruppen - of whatever could be scraped together was the norm. In 
Tunisia, the remnants of complete battalions and regiments were routinely 
re-allocated to different divisions. 


Tank Strength in North Africa, 1941 



Replacements 


Crusader Battle losses 

Reinforcements 

Date 

On arrival (1) 

On arrival 

Aug to Oct 

On 18 Nov 

On 18 Nov 

19 Nov to 31 Dec 

19 Nov to 31 Dec 

On 19 Dec (3) 

On 19 Dec 

Unit 

Panzer Reg.5 

Panzer Reg.S 

Both 

Panzer Reg.S 

Panzer Reg.S 

Panzer Reg.S 

Panzer Reg.S 

3 and 7/Pz Reg.S 

Sand 7/Pz Reg*8 

Pzkw t 

25 

0 

0 

see rtote 2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pzkw El 

45 

45 

4 

35 

42 

23 

33 

11 

11 

Pzkw III 

71 

71 

15+6+4 

68 

77 

55 

50 

34 

34 

Pzkw IV 

20 

20 

5 

17 

21 

12 

17 



Kl.Bef 

3 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 



Gr.Bef 

4 

6 

0 

6 

4 

2 

3 




1) A further ten Pzkw III and three Pzkw IV tanks arrived in April to replace those destroyed in a shipboard fire in the port of Naples. 2) All re-allocated in October 1941. 3) All 
lost at sea. 


Thefundamental difference between the two divisions was that 5. leichte Division (Mot) - later 21. Panzer-Division - in 1941 and 1942, maintained a leichte Panzerzug, or light 
armoured platoon, made up of five Pzkw I or Pzkw II tanks attached to the regimental headquarters and the headquarters of each battalion. 


Tank Strength in North Africa, 1942 



Replacements 

Losses 

Replacements 

Losses 


ZCManuary 

20 January 

ZSMav 

lb May 

30 August 

30 Avgust 

j 23 October j 

23 October 

January - May 

26 May - 

July and August 

23 Oct - 


26 July 


Z Dec 

Unit 

Panzer Reg.S 

Panzer Reg.S 

Panzer Reg.S 

Panzer Reg.8 

Panzer Reg.S 

Panzer Reg.S 

Panzer Reg.S 

Panzer Reg.S 


















Pzkw II 

7 

12 

29 

29 

14 

15 

19 

14 

20 

25 

0 

29 

Pzkw III kurz 

16 

61 

107 

131 

50 

43 

S3 

43 

211 

161 

0 

94 

Pzkw III lang 

0 

0 

IS 

3 

39 

34 

43 

44 

From March 

14 

76 

67 

Pzkw IV kurz 

3 

7 

19 

22 

7 

3 

7 

3 

49 

29 

0 

S 

Pzkw IV lang 

0 

0 

4 

0 

14 

13 

15 

15 

9 In May 

2 

2 

23 

Bef. Panzer 

2 

1 

4 

4 

4 

2 

6 

1 

4 

2 

0 

8 

Totals 

23 

81 

178 

189 

128 

110 

143 

121 

293 

233 

78 

229 


In June and July 1942 the number of tanks on hand varied daily. For instance, operational on 21 July were 6 Pzkw II, 27 Pzkw III kurz, 6 Pzkw long, 1 Pzkw IV kurz and 2 Pzkw IV 
long. On the same day, 100 tanks were in repair. 


Pzkw III kurz are armed with the 5cm L/42 gun and Pzkw III long with the 5cm L/60 variant. Pz IVkurz had the 7.5cm L/24 while the long had the 7.5cm L/43 




. - * 

A Befehlspanzer III ousf H of II Abteilung, possibly Panzer 
Refiirif&m5,, photographed in mid 1942. The Balkenkreuz 
on the turret side is unusual and although the application 
of such markings wastin fact forbidden at this time, the 
amount of stowage would seem to restrict its plqcement. 
Tfcis tank is tilso shown and discussed further in the 
illustration section on page 16. (NARA) * 
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Probably photographed during Operation Battleaxe in mid June 1941, the crew of this this Befehlspanzer III ausfH - identified by the late cupola and 40cm 
wide tracks - waits for orders while staff officers confer. In the foreground is an SdKfz 253 leichter Gepanzerter Beobachtungskraftwagen, a purpose built 
observation vehicle intended for use with tank and armoured artillery units and based on the Sdkfz 250 series of half-tracks. As can be seen, these vehicles 
were fully enclosed with a hatch for the commander in the roof, the fra me antenna is however non-standard and is almost certainly a local modification. 
The 15. Panzer-Division sign and the tactical symbol denoting a motorised field gun battery can be seen on the hull side just above the licence plate. 
Interestingly, this half-track seems to have retained its Schwarzgrau base coat - although a strong sand storm was easily capable of stripping the paint 
from any vehicle. (NARA) 




A Befehlspanzer III ausfH - possibly the same vehicle shown in the photograph above - alongside an Sdkfz 
263 (8-Rad) Schwerer Panzerfunkwagen. Consistent with their use as command and control assets, these 
vehicles were armed only with one MG 34, any available interior space being used to house radio 
eguipment. The wider, 40cm track was adopted during production of the Pzkw III ausfG model which also 
incorporated the later style of rear idler and drive sprocket. Earlier models, as seen here, retained the 
original idler and sprocket with the addition of a spacer which allowed the use of the wider tracks. (NARA) 
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Tank Strength in North Africa, Post October 1942 



Pzkw II 

Pzkw III 

Pzkw IV 

Bef.Pz III 

Tiger 1 

Notes 

in North Africa on 

2 December 1942 

4 

46 including; 

14 including: 

7 

0 

Of these 64 tanks, 11 were unfit for service 


8 kurz 

2 kurz 



22 further Pzkw IV iang were in transit to North Africa 



22 long 

12 long 



when they arrived each division received 11 



16 ausf N 





IQ.Panzer'Division 

19 

89(4) 

8 

6 

0 

27 November 1942 to 5 December 1942 heavy losses at sea from 5 and 8 Kompanie 

Panzer-Abteilung 190 

5 or 7 

52(5) 

10 

2 

0 

Arrived November 1942 

sch. Pan zer-Abteil Ling 501 (1} 

0 

25(6) 

0 

0 

20 

23 November 1942 to 5 December 1942 

sch. Panzer-Abteil Ling 504 (2) 

0 

16 long 

0 

0 

11 

March and April 1943 

B.Mittlere Kompanie (3) 

0 

2 long 

8 long 

0 

0 


Replacements 

0 

68 

142 

0 

0 

From 1 November 1942 to 1 May 1943 


The German armoured force in North Africa was almost completey destroyed during the Second Battle of El Alamein in October 1942 and the subsequent retreat towards 
Tunisia. The table above shows reinforcements or replacements sent in late 1942 and early 1943. 


Notes: 1) The battalion's 1st and 2nd companies only where present in North Africa. 2) The battalion's 1st company only was present in North Africa. 3) Part of a Kampfgruppe 
which also included units of Panzer-Division Hermann Goring. 4) No Pzkw III ausfN were on hand with the division at this time. 5) Approximately half of these tanks were Pzkw 
III ausfN. 6) All the Pzkw III tanks attached to this battalion were the ausfN model. 7) This number represents a minimum and there is reason to believe that more of these 
command tanks were in North Africa at this time. 

A large number of vehicles were lost at sea including 2 Pzkw II, 32 Pzkw III, 40 Pzkw IV 3 Befehlspanzer III. These vehicles have already been subtracted from the totals shown 
above. On 4 May 1943 only 44 Pzkw III, 25 Pzkw IVand 1 Tiger I were operational in Tunisia 
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A fine study of an early Pzkw III at speed in the desert. This photograph shows one of the very few ausfF models attached to 15.Panzer-Division - whose unit 
insignia can be seen just to the right of the driver's visor. Unusually, even for these early models, there are no supplementary armour plates on the 
superstructure front, suggesting that this vehicle may have been a replacement tank previously allocated to 5.leichte Division. The spare tracks were 
added to the hull front of the tanks of 15.Panzer-Division in an effort to improve armour protection after the division's first clash with British tanks and anti¬ 
tank guns. The tanks of 5.leichte Division had made the same modification prior to crossing to North Africa. As all vehicles in the desert soon became 
covered with a thick coat of dust, it is rare to find evidence of disruptive camouflage in photographs however, this tank clearly displays what is probably a 
scheme ofRAL 8000 Grunbraun and RAL 7008 Graugrun in a large vertical band on the turret front and superstructure. (NARA) 
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Above: Probably photographed sometime during the 
summer of 1941, this Pzkw III may be from II 
Abteilung/Panzer Regiment 5, judging by the style of 
lettering used to depict the turret number. The 
Afrikakorps Palm symbol is painted onto the glacis to 
the right of the hull machine gun. The tropical issue 
side caps worn by the men at the extreme right and 
left of our photograph would seem to have been 
favoured by tank crews only, while the pith helmets 
worn by the other two men were not popular and are 
seldom seen after 1941. (J. Howard Parker) 

At left: An early model Pzkw III of Panzer Regiment 8 
headquarters - indicated by the turret number R03 - 
leading a column of Pzkw II light tanks somewhere 
south of Benghazi, possibly near Al Maqrun. (NARA) 
Top left: The Italian German Africa Campaign medal 
was instituted by the Italian Government but was 
however only to be awarded to German troops, the 
first presentations taking place in 1942. The wearing 
of this medal was prohibited from March 1944. 





? j 


A Pzkw III - probably an ausfG - of Panzer Regiment 5 transports two Australian prisoners to the rear. This photograph was probably taken during late 
1941 at the time of the Operation Battleaxe fighting. Note the lengths of spare track added to the sides along the air intakes and to the lower hull at the 
rear. The vehicle's number, 114, is visible on the rhomboid attached to the box at the hull rear and a large number 4 can be seen on the Rommelkiste. 
(NARA) 
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A Ponzerbefehlswogen III ousfH command tank of Panzer Regiment 
8 showing clearly the key differences between this model and the 
earlier ausf E - the improved cupola and the rear turret plate, the 
latter being far more vertical in appearance. Additional vision slits 
were found on the superstructure sides of these command variants 
plus firing ports - visible here directly below the turret access doors. 
Also of note are the wires leading to the frame antenna from the 
turret and their protective hood - note that this arrangement only 
appeared on the right side of the turret. The officer standing in the 
cupola of the Pzkw III is Oberst Hans Cramer who commanded the 
regiment between September 1941 and March 1942. As an infantry 
officer Cramer had served with some distinction under Rommel 
during the French campaign of1940 and had subsequently followed 
his old commander to North Africa in March 1941. In an ironic twist 
of fate ; Cramer would become the last commander of the 
Afrikakorps in March 1943, surrendering to the Allies in Tunisia and 
spending the remainder of the war as a prisoner. The white band 
across the bonnet of the Horch staff car is an aerial reconnaissance 
marking and the sheet metal flag indentifies a Corps command. The 
presence of Oberst Cramer probably dates this photograph to late 
1941. (NARA) 
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At right: A Pzkw III ausf J of 7 Kompanie, Panzer 
Regiment 8 sits behind a staff car which carries the 
command pennant of the division's commander, 
Generalmajor Gustav Ritter von Vaerst who squats at 
the centre of our photograph. The presence of the 
general dates this photograph to either late 1941 or 
early 1942. The third and seventh companies in both 
Panzer regiments were raised in Germany in late 1941 
and only crossed to North Africa in December - the 
tanks destined for Panzer Regiment 5 all being lost in 
transit. (NARA) 

Below: The Panzerbefehlswagen III ausf H of Panzer 
Regiment 8 shown on the previous page. Of note is the 
dummy 37mm barrel. The innermost machine gun is 
also a dummy while the real gun is safely protected 
from the ubiquitous dust. This vehicle is shown and 
discussed further in the illustration section on page 
16. (NARA) 


TIMELINE 1941 


14 February. First units of the Afrikakorps 
arrive in Libya during Operation 
Sonnenblume. 

24 March. Allied forces at El Agheila 
defeated , Rommel begins his advance. 

3 April. Benghazifalls to Axis forces. 

10 April. Siege of Tobruk begins. 

15 April. British forces are pushed back to the 
Egyptian border at Solium. 

15 May. British troops launch Operation 
Brevity as a prelude to Operation Battleaxe. 

25 April. First elements of 15. Panzer- 
Division arrive in North Africa. 

16 May. Allied forces fall back onto the 
Flalfaya Pass. 

26 May. Rommel launchs Operation 
Skorpion and advances to Flalfaya. 

27 May. Germans take Flalfaya Pass. 

15 June. Operation Battleaxe begins. 

18 November. Operation Crusaderbegins. 

21 November. British armored units 
defeated at Sidi Rezegh and begin 
withdrawal. 

23 November. New Zealand units destroy the 
Afrikakorps FIQ at Sir el Chleta. Rommel 
launches attacks on the British XXX Corps. 
British and New Zealand units withdraw 
towards Bir el Gubi. 

25 November. Panzer Regiment 5 repulsed 
at Sidi Omar by Indian units. 

28 November. An attack by 15. Panzer - 
Division forces British armoured units to 
retreat exposing the New Zealand forces 
holding Ed Duda on the strategic Tobruk by¬ 
pass. 

1 December. After heavy losses, particularly, 
at Menastir on the road to Bardia, the 
Germans a re forced to withdraw to Capuzzo. 
7 December. Tobruk garrison relieved by a 
combined British, Indian, New Zealand and 
South African force. 

13 December. 8th Army attacks German line 
atGazaia. 

15 December. German counter attack 
overruns British forces en route to re-inforce 
Indian units. 

16 December. Rommel orders a general 
withdrawal from the Gaza I a line. 

24 December. British capture Benghazi. 

25 December. Agedabia falls to the British. 

27 December. Rommel inflicts heavy losses 
on the over-extended British armour 
allowing the Germans to fall back on El 
Agheila where the front is stabilised. 
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A rare sight indeed , with a total production of forty five vehicles all made in 1940, shown here is a Panzerbefehlswagen III ausfE command tank with its 
narrow width tracks and early type cupola. This tank was probably allocated to Panzer Regiment 5 of 5.leichte Division and is seen here during the 
Operation Crusader battles of November and December 1941. Note the metal pennant attached to the radio aerial identifying a tank battalion 
headguarters. (NARA) 



The commander of 15.Panzer-Division, Generalmajor von Vaerst 
inspects damage probably caused by a mine on the mudguard and 
return roller of this Panzerbefehlswagen III ausfH. The danger of mines 
was ever present and mine warfare reached its climax with the 
infamous Teufelgarten or Devil's Garden at El Alamein that proved such 
a hindrance to the British in October and November 1942. Many of these 
minefields were never recorded on maps, markers were lost, or sand 
drifts simply moved them, creating additional hazards. Note the very 
light colour on the interior of the turret access doors, almost certainly 
RAL 1001 Elfenbein. While this was the official shade for all interiors, 
any surfaces which could be seen from the outside - such as opened 
hatches - were supposed to have been painted in the tank's base colour. 
(NARA) 






A typically marked Pzkw III from 6 Kompanie, Panzer Regiment 8 of 15.Panzer-Division photographed 
either very early or very late in the day judging by the long shadows. Note that although the company 
number only is displayed on the turret , the tanks number 624 is shown in full on the hull side. In the 
background a Porteed 2 Pdr gun burns fiercely. This photograph was taken during the Operation 
Crusader battles of November and December 1941. (NARA) 



A Panzerbefehlswagen III ausfH attempts to retrieve a bogged SdKfz 263 armoured car during the first days of Operation Crusader. Heavy rain is rare in 
North Africa but not unknown and during the battle both sides were treated to a downpour which left many areas treacherous, if not impassable, for some 
time. Of note is the large stowage box on the rear hull deck of the tank , kept in place by the frame antenna. The Afrikakorps Palm symbol - which seems to 
be the only marking carried on this tank - is visible at the bottom right of the box. (NARA) 
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A Pzkw III ausfJ tows another similar model past an artillery unit. Towing was potentially damaging to a tank's transmission and was usually forbidden, 
however in many instances - particularly with the resource-starved Afrikakorps - a suitable alternative may not have been possible. From the very 
beginning of the campaign, German units were fully motorized but lack of spare parts and hard use in the murderous desert conditions meant the Axis 
trucks were quickly lost:, while few replacements arrived. Consequently, the use of any captured Allied materiel became more and more important, 
although these vehicles too could only be replaced while the Germans were victorious and this supply was frozen once the front was stabilised at El 
Ala mein in July 1942. (NARA) 




■"HP 


Probably photographed during the Operation Crusader battles of November 
to December 1941, this Pzkw III ausf H from the second company of Panzer 
Regiment 8 of 15.Panzer-Division protects one of two Armoured Command 
Vehicles (ACV) captured from the British during the early 1941 battles - this one 
renamed MORITZ by its new owners. The Pzkw III displays the markings 
commonly used throughout 15.Panzer-Division - the white Deutsches 
Afrikakorps palm symbol, the red Wolfsangel rune identifying the regiment 
and a large, white outlined company number. The light coloured band across 
the bottom of the turret stowage bin- or Rommelkiste - was used to identify the 
platoon and was adopted some time in 1941. Officially, white, red, yellow and 
light blue identified the first to fourth platoons, while a red and white band 
denoted the company headquarters. This photograph would however seem to 
suggest that either the system was not strictly adhered to, or that during a 
transistion phase, white - or a very light colour - was used throughout the 
regiment. This tank is also shown and discussed in the illustration section on 
Page 17. (NARA) 
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The photographs shown here and on the following page 
show several images from the same series and were taken 
during a rehearsal for an infantry assault, supported by 
armour against the positions around Tobruk in late 1941. 
The unit insignia of 15.Panzer-Division is visible on the 
Rommelkiste of the Pzkw IV in the photograph at the 
bottom of this page. The very dark waffenfarbe which can 
be seen on the shoulder strap of the Leutnant clambering 
aboard the tank in the same photograph may identify this 
unit as Panzer-Pionier-Bataillon 33 - which was created 
from Pionier-Bataillon zbV 200 specifically for the division 
when it deployed to North Africa. This battalion was made 
up of two machine gun companies and a headquarters 
section and apparently lacking the normal engineers 
equipment as used in Europe, was employed as an assault 
infantry unit. (NARA) 















The markings on these tanks - visible in the images on the 
previous page - are typical of 15.Panzer-Division with 
only the company number being displayed on the | 
forward half of the turret side. The Pzkw IV is probably 
from the battalion's eighth company as the medium 
tanks were all concentrated there. Note that some 
support roller tyres have been painted white to reflect ^ 
light and keep the dark rubber cooler under the harsh 
sun. (NARA) 

Above at right: The General Assault badge, instituted in 
January 1940, was originally intended to be presented to 
engineers, however it's award was extended to include 
those soldiers who participated in infantry actions but 
were not part of infantry units such as artillery, anti-tank, 
anti-aircraft troops and medical personnel that may 
have served alongside the infantry in an assault. In 
addition, the badge was presented for the single-handed 
destruction of eight tanks or armored vehicles until the 
institution of a special badge for the single handed 
destruction of a tank later in the war. 
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These command tanks were based on the standard Pzkw III ausfE 
with the main armament replaced by a dummy gun, the hull 
machine gun removed and the turret fixed in place. Their most 
distinctive feature was of course the frame antenna on the rear 
deck. In addition to the FuG6 ultra short wave radio, 
—- —: - — r n , either the FuG2, FuG8 medium 

HI wave or FuG7 ultra short wave 
T could be installed. The regiment 
had 4 of these vehicles on hand 

___ _ | when they arrived in 

I North Africa. 


Below: Panzerbefehlswagen III ausf E. Stab, II 
Abteilung/Panzer Regiment 5, S.leichte Division (mot). 
Tripoli February 1941. 


At right and below: The unit insignia of 3 
Panzer-Division. Photographic evidence 
shows that some tanks also carried this 
marking on the hull front, just to the right 
of the driver's visor. 


Above and right: Pzkw III ausf G. 5 Kompanie, II 
Abteilung/Panzer Regiment 5, S.leichte Division (mot). 
Libya, late February 1941. 

The first tanks to arrive in _ * 1 - 

North Africa were painted — | 

in RAL 7021 Schwarzgrau 

- commonly referred to * 

today as Panzer Grey - "" 

and still carried the unit „_ 

insignia of 3.Panzer- ^ ■) ^ 

Division from which the 
regiment had been 
detached. All the 

regiment's tanks carried ® \ 

these large numbers on f 

the turret sides. 





p-fc * 1 

,o| 









Left: Pzkw III ausf F. 2 Kompanie, I Abteilung/Panzer 
Regiments, 5.leichte-Division (mot). Libya, mid 1941. 

Within three weeks of their arrival in Africa, most tanks 
had received a coat of RAL 8000 Grunbraun - many 
exhibiting the patchy appearance evident here. Note 
that the tank's number, 223 - repeated on the metal 
rhomboid on the hull side - has been painted over and a 
large number 2, denoting the company has been 
applied. 
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LeftiPanzerbefehlswagen III 
ausf H. Unit unknown but 
possibly Stab, II 
Abteilung/Panzer Regiment 
5, 21.Panzer-Division. Late 
1941 or early 1942. Many 
vehicles quickly attained this 
worn appearance, due of 
course to the extremely harsh 
North African climate. 
Although any definite 
identification is not 
possible, the style of 
marking would suggest 
some link to Panzer- 
Regiment 5. Of note is 
the rack on the hull side 
which held six fuel or 
water cans. 



Above: Three of the many variations of the well 
known Afrikakorps Palm insignia 


Above: Panzerbefehlswagen III ausf H. Stab/Panzer Regiment 8,15.Panzer-Division. Libya, late 1941. Although the 
large letter R - marked on the turret in red - clearly indicates that this is a regimental command vehicle, the black, 
white and red pennant, flown from the forward radio aerial, suggests that this tank may have been temporarily 
seconded to the divisional staff. Pennants and flags were a common sight in North Africa and three examples are 
shown at left: a) Panzer regiment command; b) Panzer battalion command - here the second battalion, and; c) An 
unofficial example discovered on a Pzkw III destroyed in the El Ala mein battles. All are painted on a metal plate and the 
first two have hooks to enable their easy replacement. Also of note is the unusual style of the division's unit insignia 
shown at d), above. 





* 



A 

1 

X 



Right: Pzkw III ausf J. 1 Kompanie, 

I Abteilung/Panzer Regiment 5, 
21.Panzer-Division. Libya, mid1942. 


This late ausf J is painted in the 
camouflage scheme laid down in 
Heeresmittleitung (Army Order) No. 281 
of March 1941, which stipulated a 
base coat ofRAL8000 
Grunbraun with a 
disruptive pattern of 
RAL 7008 Graugrun. 

The rack welded to the 
rear hull was typical of 
the regiment's tanks at 
this time and would 
normally be full of 
extra fuel cans, spare 
pieces of equipment 
and the crew's 
personal items. 
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Below: Pzkw III ausf J. 2 Kompanie, I Abteilung/Panzer Regiment 8, 15.Panzer-Division. Egypt 
1942. Most tanks of this regiment followed the rather simple system of identification shown here 
whereby the company number alone was displayed. The white band across the bottom of the turret 
stowage bin was used to identify theZug or platoon and this is explained further in the text. 


Above: A rear view of the 
vehicle shown at right. The 
placement of the Panzer- 
Regiment 8 unit insignia and 
the Afrikakorps Palm symbol 
is typical of this unit. 


Below: Pzkw III ausf J. 7 Kompanie, II Abteilung/Panzer Regiment 5, 
21.Panzer-Division. Egypt, late 1942. 

This early model tank has been updated with 
the Vorpanzer add-on armour at the hull front 
and - rather unusually - over the 
mantlet of the main 
gun. Also of note is the 
stowage rack welded 
to the rear hull. Many 
tanks in North Africa 
had some kind of 
stowage rack, often 
fabricated in a style so 
similar as to be almost 
an identifying feature 
of a particular 
regiment or battalion. 

The type of rack 
shown here can also 
be seen on the Pzkw III 
ausf J of 1st Company 
illustrated on page 16. 


Above: The unit insignia of 
15.Panzer-Division. Note that 
the vehicle shown here carries 
this marking and not the 
insignia of Panzer Regiment 8. 


Left: The Wolfsangel unit insignia 
of Panzer-Regiment 8. This 
symbol - the name of which 
translates roughly as wolf trap - 
was retained by the regiment 
after it was detached from 
10. Panzer-Division. 


Left: Pzkw III ausf F. 1 Kompanie, I Abteilung/Panzer 
Regiment 8, 15.Panzer-Division. Mid 1942. Unusually, in 
addition to the company number, this vehicle displays the 
official, three digit tactical number, roughly painted in red, 
just below the turret vision port. Note that the base colour of 
RAL 8000 Grunbraun has been extensively worn and that the 
original coat of RAL 7021 Schwarzgrau is clearly visible. 
Below: Panzerbefehlswagen III ausf H. Stab/Panzer 
Regiment 8, 15.Panzer-Division. 1942. The antenna, which 
was such a distinctive feature of these vehicles, has been 
completely removed leaving only the supports which were 
bolted to the hull. One of these supports now holds a 
battalion command pennant. Of note is the Zeltbahn tent- 
guarter wrapped tightly around the commander's cupola. 
Dust was a constant problem in North Africa and 
photographs would suggest that this was more than one tank 
crew's solution. m 

c c 
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Above: Photographic 
evidence shows that at least 
some of the regiment's tanks 
were marked with the 
Afrikakorps symbol as shown 
here on the hull side just 
forward of the vision port. 


Below: Pzkw III ausfL. 2 Kompanie, IAbteilung/Panzer Regiment 8,15.Panzer-Division. 
Tunisia 1943. The photograph on which our illustration is based was taken from a lengthy 
seguence which featured vehicles of the division. The purpose of the white edging to the 
turret stowage bin is uncertain but is similar to that seen on the Pzkw III ausfJ of this 

Regiment's 2nd Company on page 17. 


Below and left: Pzkw III ausf N. 15.Panzer-Division. Tunisia 1943. By 25 

February 1943, the division had twelve of these 75mm armed vehicles 
on hand while a further thirty two were with 21.Panzer-Division. 
Although it has been suggested in the past that this tank was operated 
by a Luftw affe liaison officer attached to the division, new evidence 
confirms t iat the playing card symbols were used by I Abteilung of 
Panzer Regiment 8, the spade probably identifying first company. 


* 


Above: The unit insignia of 15.Panzer- 
Division, in red, and a variation of the 
Afrikakorps symbol. 



Below and left: Panzerbeobachtungswagen III. Tunisia 1943. Produced between 
February 1943 and April 1944 - in the main by converting old Pzkw III ausf F and ausf 
G models - these specialist, artillery observation tanks must have been a rare sight in 
North Africa. In 1943, 10.Panzer-Division had four of these vehicles on hand, 
presumably with Panzer-Artillerie Regiment 90. This example is painted in RAL 8020 
Gelbbraun with a disruptive pattern of RAL 7008 Graugrun in accordance 
with Fleeresmittleitung No. 315 of 25 March 1942. 


Above: Unit insignia of 
10.Panzer-Division. The official, 
runic symbol, in yellow, and the 
division's famous Bison. The 
latter often appeared at the rear 
of the turret stowage bin. 
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UNIFORMS OF THE AFRICA PANZERTRUPPEN 



Like their British counterparts, the men of the Afrikakorps were issued with a 
standard tropical uniform and kit which was soon either modified to suit 
combat conditions in the desert - or abandoned entirely. The German soldier 
embarking for North Africa was issued with a tropical tunic very similar in cut to 
the standard army uniform, the essential difference being an open collar and 
lapels. This tunic was intended to be worn with a shirt and tie and all these 
garments were made from a medium-weight olive drab cotton fabric which 
tended to fade to a very light khaki, sometimes appearing almost white in 
photographs. The tropical tunic was worn by all branches of the army including 
tank crews. All insignia was to be embroidered in a blue grey thread on tan 
coloured cloth, however officers frequently wore the insignia from their original 
uniforms. Riding breeches or Jodhpurs, worn with calf-length boots or puttees - 
were originally issued but proved to be quite unpopular and by the middle of 
1941 were being replaced by trousers and shorts. In the interim, captured 
British clothing was commonly seen. An overcoat, made from a heavy, dark 
brown wool, was very popular especially during the cold winter nights. Officer's 
uniforms were often privately purchased and of a much higher quality. Pith 
helmets - both German issue and captured - proved impractical in service and 
are seldom seen after 1941, except in rear areas. The steel helmet although 
hotand uncomfortable was indispensable in combatand these were 
painted in a variety of tan shades - probably with the same paint 
thatwas used forvehicle camouflage. The mostcommonform 
of headgear - and the most enduring image of Rommel's 
Africans - was of course the soft peaked cap of similar shape 
to the army's Einheitsfeldmutze. Made from the same olive 
drab fabric as the tropical tunic these caps faded to a very 
lightshadeand indeed new arrivals were known to bleach 
theirs with toothpaste in imitation of the caps worn by 
veterans. 

At left: A snapshot of Feld we be I Meier, who arrived in North Africa 
with the first units of 5.leichte Division in February 1941. The 
tactical symbol identifying a maintenance platoon can be seen on 
the saddle bag of Meier's BMWR12 motorcycle. Also shown are the 
Wound Badge - here the silver version awarded for three or four 
wounds or a wound which produced a permanent disability - and 
the tropical version of the national insignia, or Hoheitsabzeichen, 
embroidered in grey thread on a tan coloured background. 




Above: a) Examples of tropical helmets used in North Africa. 
The officer in the foreground wears the German pattern 
while the NCO behind him wears a captured South African 
version. Both bear the enameled red, white, black shield. 

b) The tropical version of the Feldmutze worn here by a tank 
commander. The national insignia was produced in 
a tropical version of blue-grey embroidery on a 
tan-brown background. The inverted chevron of 
pink Waffenfarbe identified tank troops. 

c) This officer wears the special black 
Feldmutze issued to tank crews for wear in Europe. 

He also retains the pattern of collar Litzen specified 
for use with thefield-grey uniform and the Totenkopf 
badges are worn on the lapel of his tropical tunic. * 

d) The officer's pattern greatcoat worn with the 
Afrikakorps cuff title. The tropical version 
of the field cap was very popular and is 
probably the most common piece of 
headgear seen in North Africa. 

At right: e) Theshoulderstrap worn by other 
ranks with the sleeve chevrons of an 
Obergefreiter. f) A shoulder strap for the rank of 
Feldwebel with the Totenkopf collar insignia of the 
Panzer troops, g) A shoulder board for the rank 
ofOberleutnant. This example bears a gothic P identifying 
A Panzerabwehr-Abteilung or anti-tank battalion. 

h) An example of the type of high-quality, hand 
embroidered collar Litzen often worn by officers 

in preference to the grey and brown tropical version. 

i) The official pattern Afrikakorps cuff title instituted 
In July 1941. 
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Photographed during Operation Crusader in late 1941, these two Pzkw III command tanks are accompanied by what was a rare vehicle for most of the 
North African campaign, an SdKfz 251 half-track - an ausf B model shown here. Although at first glance this vehicle appears to be the purpose built 
communications version - the Sdkfz 251/3 mittlere Kommandopanzerwagen or Funkpanzerwagen - the makeshift nature of the radio antenna suggests 
that this is possibly afield modification based on the more common personnel carrying variant. Of note are the large stowage boxes on the rear hull of each 
tank - the same as that shown in the photograph at the bottom of page 11. (NARA) 



A Pzkw III attached to the headguarters of Panzer Regiment 8,15. Panzer-Division photographed during Operation Crusader. Whether by accident or by the 
design of a somewhat facetious combat photographer, the barrel of the 8.8cm Flak gun passing in the background appears to belong to the much more 
lightly armed tank. The 3.7cm gun installed in the early versions of the Pzkw III tank was of the same calibre as the infantry's standard towed anti-tank gun 
which soon after the outbreak of war was discovered to be so ineffective that it had earned the nickname of the door knocker - suggesting that this was the 
limit of its power. Later versions of the Pzkw III were armed with the 5cm L/42 gun and although this was a marked improvement on the earlier gun, the 
inability of the Pzkw III to accept a larger calibre gun ensured its demise. (NARA) 
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A replacement Pzkw III ausf J fitted with all the 
Vorpanzer plates and showing clearly the re-arranged 
engine ventilation hatches. The tank is already painted 
in a uniform desert scheme with the Balkenkreuz on the 
side. Curiously\ the turret still has the armour strip in 
front of the side vision portusually only found on the 
ausf H and earlier versions. Also of note is the stowage 
rack on the rear hull, very similar to the type seen on the 
tanks of Panzer Regiment 8. (NARA) 


\ 
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Below: Taken from the same series of photographs as the tank 
shown on page 6, this Pzkw III ausf H of 2 Kompanie/Panzer 
Regiment 8 displays what is probably a two colour camouflage 
scheme of a light base coat with darker vertical bands. (NARA) 

At left: The Panzer Assault Badge. This decoration came in two 
versions - silver for tank crews and bronze for the crews of other 
armoured vehicles. 


At left: A Panzerbefehlswagen III ausf H - identified by the 
distinctive frame antenna attached to the rear hull deck 
and the radio aerial on the hull side immediately below the 
opened turret access doors - stands ready to protect 
Generalleutnant Erwin Rommel in his famous Sdkfz 250/3 
command half-track named GREIF - Griffon in English - 
during the battles of summer 1942. The ausfH model was 
the most produced of the dedicated command versions of 
the Pzkw III with 145 made from October 1940 to 
September 1941, plus an additional batch of 30 in 
December 1941 and January 1942, compared to a total of 
only45fortheausfEversion. (NARA) 



The upwardly bent fender of this later model Pzkw III would suggest that it has been damaged 
by a mine and the presence of a member of the Feldgendarmerie, that it is being taken to the 
rear. The Vorpanzer armour for the gun mantlet is missing - as was quite common - and 
sandbags have been stacked in its place. The issue of these plates began in March 1942 but 
supply was initially very slow and erratic. Further, due to its substantial weight, the front plate 
for the gun mantlet was either removed or was not installed on most Pzkz III tanks operating in 
the desert. Italian soldiers look on. (NARA) 
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Above: A Befehlsponzerwagen III ausf H leading another Pzkw III and what appears to be a French Citroen P45 lorry. Note that the dummy gun of this 
command tank looks like a 5cm L/42. The white Balkenkreuz on the front superstructure plate although seemingly incongruous, is however quite typical of 
command tanks. TheSdKfz 10/5 half-track on the right is a reminder of the ever present menace of the RAF. The other photographs in this sequence show a 
disabled Grant , dating this image to mid-1942 at the earliest. (NARA) 

Below: The Pzkw III ausf J shown in this photograph is from the newly arrived 7 Kompanie of Panzer Regiment 8, which landed in Benghazi on 19 December 
1941. One of the first of this type in-theatre, it can be identified by the round hull machine gun mount. Another fifty-four Pzkw III of this model arrived in 
North Africa on 5 January 1942 and most of these eagerly anticipated tanks went to Panzer Regiment 8 which had been designated as the spearhead of the 
counter-offensive that brought Panzerarmee Afrika to Gaza la- the gateway to Tobruk. Note the company number 7 on the turret side and the rack for 
water or fuel cans in front of the commander's cupola. (NARA) 
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Photographed some time during mid 1942, a Vorpanzer eguipped Pzkw III ausfJ leads two captured lorries - an altogether too typical sight at this stage of 
the campaign. At one time, up to 85 percent of Rommel's transport was of Allied origin. This was particularly true after Tobruk fell and in fact our 
photograph appears to have been taken there. The Pzkw III ausfJ saw the introduction of 50 mm armour, thus defeating the efficacy of the British 2 Pd rand 
American 37mm anti-tank guns. Additional spaced armour plates - earning the tank its Vorpanzer description - are clearly visible here and were guite 
effective even against the newly arrived British 6 Pdr gun. A more potent main gun for the Pzkw III however, would not materialise until the arrival of the 
ausfLmodel. (NARA) 



Photographed in the early morning in late June 1942 just outside Tobruk, this Pz III has lost the centre track support roller causing the track to dip 
noticeably. Undeterred, the crew have secured a huge stack of supplies on the engine deck, completely obscuring the turret. Supply was a recurrent 
problem throughout the North African campaign - particularly for the Axis units, as operations in the East had priority and the Royal Navy and Royal Air 
Force did their best to disrupt the shipping lanes. (NARA) 
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Two unmarked Pzkw III tanks, both armed with the longer 5cm gun. The vehicle at the rear has been built on the simplified hull that dispensed with the 
side escape hatches. This feature was gradually phased out during production from June to October 1942 by which time manufacture of the 
Sturmgeschutz III had been given priority. Both crews are gathered around a field cooker for a guick meal. (NARA) 



TIMELINE 1942 

21 January. Rommel's second offensive 
begins. 

23 January. Agedabia regained by German 
troops. 

29 January. Benghazi falls to the Axis forces. 

4 February. British units manage to stabilise 
the front between Gaza la and Bir Hakeim. 

26 May. German and Italian units attack the 
Gazala line, the Battle of Gazala and Battle 
of Bir Hakeim begin. 

11 June. New German offensive begins. 

13 June. Axis units inflict heavy losses on 
British armoured divisions in what will be 
remembered as BlackSunday. 

21 June. Tobruk falls to the Axis forces. 

30 June. The First Battle ofEIAIamein begins. 

4 July. 8th Army launches a series of counter 
attacks as the First Battle of El Alamein 
continues. 

31 July. The British call off all offensive 
operations to allow time to regroup and 
resupply. 

13 August. Montgomery takes command of 
8th Army. 

30 August. Rommel launches unsuccessful 
attack at Ala m el Haifa. 

23 October. Operation Lightfoot, the Second 
Battle of El Alamein, begins. 

5 November. Axis lines at El Alamein are 
broken. 

8 November. Allied forces land in Morocco 
and Algeria as part of Operation Torch. 

9 November. Sidi Ba rani falls to the 8th Army. 
15 November. British capture Derna. 

20 November. Benghazi captured by 8th 
Army. 

23 November. The first tanks of schwere 
Panzer-Abteilung 501 land in North Africa. 

27 November. In Tunisia the advance of the 
Allied 1st Army is halted between Terbourba 
and Djedeida, 12 miles from Tunis. 

10 December. 1st Army front line pushed 
back to defensive positions east of Medjez el 
Bab. 

22 December. 1st Army begins unsuccessful 
offensive towards Tebourba. 

25 December. 8th Army continues to 
advance and captures Sirte. 



The up-armoured Pzkw III photographed here is probably not the nemesis of this burning 
Matilda - the British tank being too thickly armoured to succumb to the short,5cm gun at 
long range. Several interesting features are clearly visible here including the aperture for 
the hull machine gun, the bolted-on additional armour on the glacis and hull front, the 
arrangement of the spare tracks and the rack welded to the mudguard used to carry 
water or fuel cans. The latter is obviously a field modification. (NARA) 
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A later model Pzkw III armed with the long 5cm gun. This tank has a full complement of Vorpanzer armour minus the front plate of the gun mantlet. The use 
of disruptive camouflage is obvious here and is probably a base coat ofRAL 8020 Gelbbraun with dark:, vertical bands ofRAL 7021 Schwarzgrau. The style 
of lettering used for the turret numbers is very similar to that used by Panzer Regiment 5. The rear stowage rack appears to be of a very unusual 
construction but may just be extensively damaged. (J. Howard Parker) 



The presence of German paratroopers in other photographs from the same series as that shown here would suggest that this is the El Ala mein front in late 
1942. The absence of water-filled Jerry cans - so obvious in other photographs in this book - would also suggest that this is a patrol and not an offensive 
operation. These tanks are conducting one of the basic tactical movements for armour - one half of the force moves ahead while the other watches; ready 
to provide covering fire. Both tanks seen here are armed with the long, 5cm L/60 gun, all such vehicles being redesignated as Pzkw III ausfL in March 1942. 
The other vehicle is a captured Marmon Herrington Mk III armoured car ofSouth-African manufacture which, for some reason, has had its turret removed. 
(NARA) 





We now turn to the lost phase of the North African campaign, with a Pz III (long) from 
one of the Kampfgruppen formed around units of 15.Panzer-Division photographed 
during the Kasserine offensive in mid or late February 1943. The white paint roughly 
applied to the edges of the Rommelkiste is noteworthy although its exact significance is 
unknown. Many lengths of tracks have been piled on the turret top and sides in an effort 
to provide improved protection for the thinner armour. The crew's jovial mood may be 
explained by the wine bottle perched on the air intake. This vehicle is also shown and 
discussed in the illustration section on Page 18. (NARA). 



Also photographed during the Kasserine battles, this Pzkw III is from 
21.Panzer-Division. Note that in addition to the lengths of track and 
sandbags strewn about the hull and turret , individual track links have 
been placed inside the Vorpanzer armour on the gun mantlet. The 
chassis , or Fahrgestell, number has been stenciled onto the driver's visor 
flap - unfortunately only partially visible. (NARA) 
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Taken from the same series of photographs - and indeed , captured by the same cameraman - as the tanks shown on the previous page, this Pzkw III ausfJ is 
from 1 Kompanie, Panzer Regiment 8 of 21.Panzer-Division. In another view of this tank the turret number 112 is clearly visible on the rear of the 
Rommelkiste. Of note is the interesting insignia visible on the turret side just in front of the spare track length, depicting a black shield with a pennant or 
guidon in the tank's base colour. This vehicle and its markings were illustrated in detail in my previous title ; The Panzers ofKasserine. (NARA) 



An old soldier rests under local foliage in central Tunisia. This 
vehicle is a Panzerbefehlswagen III ausfH of Panzer Regiment 8. Of 
note is the older style rear idler ; the radio antenna on the left side 
of the hull immediately above the centre return roller and the 
frame antenna - only just visible behind the crewman. (NARA) 
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Photographed in the same general area and taken from the same series of negatives as the tanks shown on the two previous pages, the vehicles depicted 
on this page are from 1 Kompanie, I Abteilung/Panzer Regiment 7, of 10.Panzer-Division. This formation had arrived in North Africa in December 1942 and 
played an important part in the Kasserine battles. Somewhat ironicallythis division supplied Panzer Regiment 8, around which the first German armoured 
unit sent to Africa -5. leichte Division - was formed. (NARA) 



The black outlined Bison insignia used by the tanks of Panzer Regiment 7 can be seen on the Rommelkiste stowage bin next to the white, stenciled number 2 
which identifies the company. Also visible is the number 1 on the rear hull to the right of the filler cap which may be either the platoon or individual vehicle 
number. Field modified stowage racks were common in North Africa and so standard within a regiment as to be almost an identifying feature. This 
regiment , although a late arrivalwas no exception and the wooden tray arrangement common in this unit is clearly visible in the photograph below. Note 
that with these tanks - as with those of the desert veterans - the Vorpanzer armour plate of the gun mantlet is missing. It is interesting to compare the neat, 
soldierly appearance of these vehicles with those of Panzer Regiment 5 and Panzer Regiment 8. (NARA) 
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Taken from the same series of photographs as those on the previous page, these 
Pzkw III tanks a re from Panzer Regiment 7. As with the other tanks of this column, 
the supplementary armour plate of the main gun mantlet is missing. Once again, 
one is struck by the neat and tidy appearance of these tanks in comparison with 
those of Rommel's veterans. (NARA) 


TIMELINE 1943 

23 January. Tripoli captured by British 8th 
Army. 

30 January. German and Italian forces 
capture Faidpass in central Tunisia. 

4 February. Axis forces in Libya begin a 
general withdrawal to the Tunisian border 
south ofMareth to a prepared defensive line. 
14 February. German units advance from 
Faid to launch Battle of Sidi bou Zid and 
captureSbeitla two days later. 

19 February. Battle ofKasserine Pass begins. 

6 March. Axis units launch Operation Capri 
against the British 8th Army at Medenine. 

16 March. Battle ofMareth begins. 

23 March. US Army units emerge from 
Kasserine to attack Axis forces at El Guettar. 
26 March. Montgomery launches Operation 
Supercharge II outflanking the Axis position 
atMareth. Battle of Tebaga Gap. 

6 April. Advance units of 1st Army and 8th 
Army meet. Battle of Wadi Akarit. 

7 May: British enter Tunis and Americans 

13 May. All German and Italian units in North 
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A Pzkw III of 7 Kompanie, Panzer Regiment 8 of 21.Panzer-Division photographed in 
Tunisia. The number 732 is visible in another view of this tank taken from the same series 
as this photograph. This vehicle appears to have been painted in a two colourcamouflage 
scheme which is very similar to that seen on the tank at the top of Page 26. These tanks 
are moving along a shallow Wadi , or gully, taking advantage of the terrain. Due no doubt 
to the more temperate climate of Tunisia, the dust normally raised by any movement is 
absent. Of note is the rectangular pennant flown from the radio aerial of the nearest tank. 
This may indicate a regimental command vehicle as the battalions both used triangular 
pennants. (NARA) 








At right and below: Two Pzkw 
III ausf N tanks of Panzer 
Regiment 8, 15.Panzer- 
Division photographed during 
the Kasserine battles in early 
1943. Although obscured by 
local foliage, traces of a two- 
colour camouflage scheme 
can be discerned on both, 
particularly on the gun 
mantlet and glacis of the 
vehicle shown below. This 
model of the Pzkw III tank was 
the last to enter production 
and came about as a way of 
recycling some 450 surplus 
7.5cm L/24 guns which were 
no longer required for the 
Pzkw IV program. The design 
was approved in February 
1942 and production of the 
first batch followed from July 
to October of that year. The 
installation of the larger 
calibre gun was so successful 
that a further 167 were 
ordered and delivered from 
February to May 1943. As a 
basis for the conversion, the 
chassis of ausf J, ausf L and 
ausf M variants were used. 
The internal ammunition 
stowage was modified with 
those vehicles based on the 
ausf J and ausf L carrying fifty 
six rounds and those using the 
ausf M carrying sixty four. In 
North Africa these vehicles 
served with 15.Panzer- 
Division, 21.Panzer-Division 
and s chw e r e - P a nze r 
Abteilung 501. (NARA) 




Both photographs on this page show Pzkw III ausf N tanks from 1 Kompanie, schwere 
Panzer Abteilung SOI, the first Tiger unit to arrive in North Africa. After the Kasserine 
battles, both companies of the battalion were attached to Panzer Regiment 7 of 
10.Panzer-Division as the regiment's seventh and eighth companies. The stalking Tiger 
insignia is plainly visible on the turret below the tank's number. The smoke candle rack on 
the turret side just in front of the vehicle's number, was installed on many tanks from 
September 1942 until its use was discontinued in May 1943. Although useful, enemy fire 
could sometimes ignite the candles. These vehicles, and others of the battalion, are shown 
in the illustrations on the outside back cover. (NARA) 
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PANZER REGIMENT TANK STRENGTH MAY 1942 


Panzer Regiment 


Regiment Stab 


Nachrichten Zug 


leichte Ponzerzug 




Pzkw II 


Pzkw II 


Pzkw II 



Pzkw II 


Pzkw II 


Befehlswagen III 


I.Abteilung 


Abteilung Stab 



Pionier Zug 


Pzkw II 



Pzkw II 


1.(leichte) Kompanie 


Kompanie Trupp 



II.Abteilung 


As for I.Abteilung 


5.(leichte) Kompanie 


As for 1. leichte Kompanie 

6.(leichte) Kompanie 


As for 1. leichte Kompanie 

7.(leichte) Kompanie 


Pzkw III 


Pzkw III 


As for 1. leichte Kompanie 

8.(mittlere) Kompanie 


As for 4.mittlere Kompanie 



Pzkw III 


Pzkw III 


Pzkw III 


Pzkw III 


Pzkw III 


Yzug^ | As for l.Zug 3.Zug As fori.Zug 4.Zug As fori.Zug 


2.(leichte) Kompanie 




3.(leichte) Kompanie 


As for 1. leichte Kompanie 

4.(mittlere) Kompanie 


As for 1. leichte Kompanie 



German armoured units in North Africa 
underwent several organisational changes 
between the arrival of the first formations in 
February 1941 and the eventual surrender of 
all Axis forces in May 1943, by which time 
small, ad-hoc Kampfgruppen had become 
the norm. Presented here is the authorised 
tank strength for a Panzer Regiment as at 
May 1942. Both tank regiments in North 
Africa - at that time - Panzer Regiment 5 and 
Panzer Regiment 8 - were organised thus. 
The reader should bear in mind however that 
authorised strength rarely correponded to 
the actual number of serviceable vehicles on 
hand. 

As many readers will be aware, a large 
number of German words and terms - 
particularly those referring to the military - 
have no direct eguivalent in English. They are 
therefore presented here in their original 
form. 


Pzkw IV 


Pzkw IV 


Pzkw IV 


2.Zug | As for l.Zug 3.Zug As for l.Zug 



Pzkw III 


Pzkw III 


Pzkw III 


Pzkw III 


Pzkw III 
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Right: Pzkw III ausf J. 1 
Kompanie, Panzer- 
A b t e i I u n g 19 0, 
90. leichte Africa- 
Division. Tunisia, early 
1943. The camouflage 
scheme of RAL 8000 
Grunbraun, with a 
disruptive of RAL 7008 
Khakigrau, has been 
extensively worn and 
large patches of the 
original RAL 7021 
Schwarzgrau are visible. 
Note the smoke candle 
dischargers an 
additional hull front 
armour ; both features of 
much later models. Most 
tanks in North Africa 
were modified with the 
addition of stowage 
racks and boxes, those 
seen here being 
indicative of this 
battalion. 
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At left and above: Pzkw III ausf N. 1 
Kompanie, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 
501. Tunisia, early 1943. Most of the Pzkw 
III tanks of this battalion carried the large 
wooden stowage boxes on the mudguard 
as shown here. Note the completely 
different style of number used by this 
company and the yellow fill applied to the 
battalion's insignia. In February 1943, after 
heavy losses, the battalion's remaining 
tanks were incorporated into Panzer 
Regiment 7. 


Above: Unit insignia of 
schwere Panzer-Abteilung 
501 as seen on the Pzkw III 
ausf N tanks of 1 Kompanie. 
At left: A variation of the 
Stalking Tiger insignia used 
on some soft-skinned 
vehicles, here with the 
marking of the Pioneer 
platoon of HQ Company. 


Above: PzKw III ausf N. Stab, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501. Tunisia, early 1943. In North 
Africa, in addition to its Tigers, the battalion operated 16 of these tanks - the headquarters and 
first company having 8 each. The former were numbered from 03 to 10 - numbers 01 and 02 
being Tigers - in the style shown here. Note that tank 04 does not have the dischargers for the 
Nebelkerzen, or smoke candles, normally seen on this model. Photographic evidence would 
suggest that all the battalion's Pzkw Ill's were fitted with the rear hull stowage rack shown here 
on tank 07. All vehicles appear to have been painted in RAL 8020 Gelbbraun. 
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